
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY OONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISOO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-6
NPDES NO. CA0005134

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

c::HEVIDN USA, INC., RICHMOND REFINERY AND
ALLIED aJEMICAL OORFORATION, RICHMOND WORKS,
INIUSTRIAL aJEMICALS DIVISION,
RICHJVDND, OONTRA OOSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereafter called the Board) finds that:

1. On February 20, 1985 the Board adopted Order No. 85-26, a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit, prescribing
waste discharge requirements for Chevron USA, Inc., Richmond Refinery
and Allied Chemical Corporation, Richmond Works, Industrial Chemicals
Division (hereafter discharger).

, "

2. Chevron USA, Inc. currently discharges an average of 54 million
gallons per day (mgd) of wastes (Waste 003) into Castro Creek
approximately 500 yards downstream of its confluence with Wildcat
Creek. Waste 003 is primarily a combination of an average of 13 mgd
of process wastewater (Waste 001) and an average of 41 mgd of thermal
wastes (Waste 002) (once-through cooling waters) .

3. The Clean Water Act requires compliance with State water quality
standards for the discharge of thermal effluent. The State Water
Resources Control Board (state Board), on september 18, 1975, amended
the Water Quality Control Plan for Control of Temperature in the
Coastal Interstate Waters and Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of
California (Thermal Plan). The Thermal Plan requires that for
existing thermal waste, discharges shall comply with limitations
necessary to assure protection of beneficial uses.

4. The State Board on May 16, 1974, adopted Resolution No. 74-43, which
prescribed a Water Quality Control Policy for the Enclosed Bays and
Estuaries of california. This policy states in part:

"Waste discharges shall not cause a blockage of zones of passage
required for the migration of anadromous fish."

5. Wildcat Creek historically supported runs of steelhead trout, an
anadromous fish; Efforts are currently in progress to restore the
physical conditions in Wildcat Creek such that it may once again
support a steelhead trout fishery.

6. The present discharge of Waste 003 contains a combination of chemical
pollutants, heat, and salinity which cause a blockage to the
migration of steelhead trout upstream into Wildcat Creek.
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